
CITY OF ROCHESTER 
COMMITTEE ON URBAN DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENT 

2122 CAMPUS DR SE 
ROCHESTER, MN 55904 

 
The Committee on Urban Design and Environment (CUDE) met at 11:30 AM on Thursday, February 19, 2009 in 
Room 320 City Hall, Rochester, MN. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Jim Judisch – Chair, Nora Dooley, Gail Eadie, Mark Engel, Sandi Goslee, Mark Jasmin, 
Lindsey Meek, Jesse Wallace, Jean Weathers-Lowin 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Dick Abraham, John Klopp, Roger Nelson, Dave Petersen, Terry Spaeth, Zach Thaler, Pauline 
Walle 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Stephan Lewis 
 
The meeting began at 11:40 PM. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the January minutes. The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Jesse Wallace was introduced as the new representative from the City Planning and Zoning Commission, taking over 
from Kathryn Moe. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Community Outreach on Active Communities and Sustainability – Mitzi Baker 
Ms. Baker described the interest in using community engagement/feedback for urban design issues. Images and 
ideas are pulled together for things like community feedback surveys in order to give the community a voice. This may 
be a critical time to strategize what Rochester should be.  
 
Mr. Jasmin commented that the downtown, walkability, special districts, and higher density are some the first issues 
that come to mind. Mr. Lewis offered to put a slideshow together for the March meeting that would help us to visualize 
various concerns. Ms. Eadie suggested focusing on the river as a first step; adopt the riverfront? Ms. Dooley 
commented that the RDA’s wayfaring sign plan for the river was impressive; perhaps they could make a presentation 
to CUDE on this subject. Mr. Jasmin said that we need to start by identifying where the gaps are, state the problems, 
and propose solutions. Ms. Baker replied that all of these things would help the City Council see what the broader 
community interests are. Mr. Engel concluded that we need to be focused and specific; visual inventories would be 
helpful. Ms. Meek and Ms. Dooley commented that we should begin by looking at Northfield’s river project as well as 
San Antonio’s Riverwalk and Ottawa’s Rideau Canal. 
 
Ms. Goslee will bring a large city map to the next meeting to aid in determining a plan of action. 
 
Energy Commission 
Mr. Judisch informed the group about the results of the City Council’s Committee of the Whole discussion on forming 
an Energy Commission. Ordinance language to form the commission is planned to be submitted by the end of March. 
One big concern is the economic viability of certain energy-saving measures. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 
Adjourn – 12:45 PM; Next meeting will be February 19, 11:30 AM. 


